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DISSERTATION 


Upon the Beginning of the 


Next CENTURY, &Cc: 


g 2 H E approach of the next Century 


has occaſion d ſeveral Diſputes upon 

the Queſtion, Whether it will be- 

gin in the Year 1700, or 1501? Some are of 
Opinion, that 1700 ſtill belongs to this pre- 
ſenc Century ; and others affirm, that it will 
end with this preſent Year, 1699. Several 
Wagers have been laid abour it, which are 
as yct undecided ; both fides bcing very po-. 
ſitive, cither out of Qbitinacy, or tor want 
of a true Notion of .the matter. Beſides 
that, un: theſe Caſes, the defire of Winning, 
or the fear of Loſing, often hinders us from 
A {ee 


[2 ] 
ſecing the Truth as we would do; were we 
not blinded by Prejudice or Intereſt. The 
main Reaſons ureg*d on both ſidesare theſe. 

Thoſe who affirm that 1700 1s the firſt 
Year of the next Century, Argue thus. A 
Year is hever reckon'd until it is ended, nor 
a hundred Years until they are compleated. 
We never fay that a Cluld 1s a Year old un- 
til the twelve Months from his Birth are actu- 
ally accompliſh'd- Neither did the World 
ths in to reckon one Year until the expiration 
Of = tyclve Months from the Nativity of 
Jeſus Chrift, and conſequently the firſt hun- 
dred Yiars were not reckon'd fo. till after 
the expiration of the ſaid hundred Years. 
The fame Rule ſtands good for all the ſuc- 
cceding Azes : And therefore, ſay they, we do 
conclude, that as as ſoon as 1700 will be 
reckon'd, the 17th Century will be ended, 
and that the Year 1700 does intirely belong 
to the next Century ; at the end of which, 
we will begin to reckon 1, or 1701, which 
will denote one Year already claps'd. 

The others, on the contrary, ſay, Thatit 


was not neceſlary 1 to tarry for the concluſion 
of 


[3] 


of the firſt Year of the Epact to reckon one, 
the Unite having bcen apply'd from the be- 
e1nnINg of the Year to the end, as it appears 
by cuſtom : For Inſtance, do we not reckon 
1699, from the Month of Janzary unto the 
Month of December ? Conſcquently 1699 will 
not be ended until we ceaſe to reckon ir. 
So likewiſe the Month of Janzary of the Year 
1700, Will only be the Introduction of the 
laſt Year of this Century, which will end ex- 
&ly when we ceaſe to reckon 1700, and 
therefore the next Century will only beg 
when we reckon 1701. 

Some Perſons fancy they decide the Que- 
ftion, in ſaying, That the - farſt eight Days 
from the Nativity of Jeſus Chriſt to his Cir- 
cumciſion, have paſs'd for a Year, and that 
one was reckon'd from the fir(t of January, on 
which Day our Sayiour was Circumcis'd. 
But, in my Opinion, none of them have ita- 


ted the Queſtion right, 
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The Solution »f the Problem; to 
know wh.ch 5t the Years 1760, or 
301, 48 tbe jt { of the next Cen- 
tury * 


Ffore we re'olye this Queſtion, it will be 
fic to Note, 

Firſt, That a Number 1s only to be cons 
fider'd in rclation to the Sum of the Unites 
which it contains, and then we uſe theſe 
Words, Two, Three, Four, &c. which de- 
note that the Number 1s compleated, and 

| that Number 1s call'd the Cardinal Number. 

Secondly, When we conſider a Number as 
expreſſing the 2uotus of ſeveral Units, we uſe 
one of theſe Words, Firſt, Second, Third, 
Fourth, &c. which barely expreſs the order 
of things, and we call that Number, the Or- 

 dinal Number. 


FEx- 


ſwering the Queſtion, When, (Quando ?) 


EXAMPLE. 


"ERS ons 4 
A- iſh, C2d ' D3gd, E gb. B 


Be the Line A, B. which repreſents four 
Spaces of time, or of Extent. In Order to 
expreſs the Sum of all the Spaces from A to 
E, we uſe the Cardinal Number. Three or 
3. Bur if we have only a mind to know 
which 2uotus of theſe Spaces is the Line D E 
we uſe the Ordinal Number, Third, or 3d. and 
all the Points from D to E belong to the. 
3d. Space. 

Thirdly, You muſt alſo Note, that the Car- 
dinal Number 1s usd in anſwer to the Queſti- 
on, how many? or how much time? 1n Latin 
Luot ? or Cuandiu ? For inſtance, if any one 
ſhould ask how many Foot a Lineal Fathom 
do's contain? It would be anſwer'd, Six. 
How much time do's the Sun employ in 
ſurrounding the Circle of the Equator ? 24 
Hours. But the Ordinal Number 1s us'd in an- 


Ex- 


ll 

Example, When, or what time was St. 
John 1nſpir'd by God, td. comgout of the De- 
fart to Preach the Baptiſm of Repentance ? 
Theanſwver is, in the 15th Year of the Reign 
of "Tiberius, Amo - quinto deco "Imperii Tiberit 
Ce/aris, The Ordinal Number 1s alſo usd in 
anſwer to the Queſtion, what, when, or what 
time, or 01 what, Quotus.? For inſtance, on 
what Day of the Month of December was fe- 
fus Chriſt Born? on the 25th, &c. 

_ Fourthly, It 1s true that the Cardinal Number 
can only be apply'd to the Spaces of time, 
acer they are expir'd 5. but the Ordinal Num 
ber may be always apply'd to all manner of 
Spaces from the Beginning tothe End. For 
ipſtance, we cannot fay . that a Man is 30 
Years: Old until they are compleated : But | 
we may ſay that he is in his 3oth Year, 
when the 30th is actually running on. 


Tie SOLUTION. 


| This being premis'd, I fay the next Cen- 
tury will not begin until 1701; and that the 
wholg ear from 1700 to 1704 full belongs 
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to this. Century. The reaſon of it is, that 
the 0rdinal: Number 18:u8'd toriexpreſs the time 
in which-ar Action: was perform'd.” For, in- 
ſtance, we ſay the City and Fort of Bar/elona 
were Surrender'd to his Majeſty on the 1 oth 
of Auguſt, 1697. In Larin,.. Die decima Au- 
guſti. anno Mullefumo” Sexcentefumo Nonageſimo Sep- 
timo. , For when we ask in what Year any 
thing was Tranſa&ted, we do not look for 
the, preciſe Number of the Years that are ex- 
pird, from the beginning of the Chriſtian 
Era, to the time of the. ſaid "Tranfaction ;, but 
we look for the Quotus of thoſe Years in 
which the ſaid caſe was tranſacted; and we 
impute to that Year. whatever was tranſaCte 
ed in the interval of the 12 Months that 
compoſe the ſaid Year. So that when we ſay 
that we are inthe Year 1699, it do's not inv- 
ply that theNumber of 1699 Years is com- 
pleated from the beginning of. the Chriſtian 
Era to this time, . but that. the ,x699th: Year 
is actually, running on: and whateyer may 
be Tranſacted from this Moment to the very 
laſt of the Month of December next coming, 
will belong to thus Tear 1699.For this Reaſon, 
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when ever we ſhall begin to reckon 1700, 
we will only be at the beginning of the 
1700th Year. Now the 1 700th Year do's ſtill 
belong to the preſent Century, by reaſon that 
a Century containing-a Hundred Years inclu- 
ſively, it cannot cad before the Concluſion 
of the 100th Year, and Conſequently 1700 
is the laſt Year of the preſent Century, and 
1701 the firſt of the next. 

Finally, It 1s not material in order to rc- 
ſolve 'the Queſtion, to know preciſely in 
what Year Jeſus Chriſt came into the World, 
ſeeing that this preſent 1699gth Year having 9 
for its Golden Number, the firſt of the Years 
of the Chriſtian Fra, according to which we 


xeckon, had 2 for its Golden Number, which 
 anſwer'd the 46th Julian Year, whether it 


were that the ſaid firſt Year was that which 


i 


was conſecrated by the Incarnation and Na- 
tivity of the Son of 'God, or-whether it were 
the firſt of thoſe that (follow'd that Blefſed 
Nativity : For tho Chronologers do not a- 
gree about the time '1n which Jeſus Chrift 
came into the 'World, they 'agree-neverthe- 
kf, thar the'firft? Year of the' Ehrifttan Era, 

a, | accord- 
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by che help of ſome Machine ;” the nature of 
B 


f 99 + 


according to which we uſually reckon, had 


2 for its Golden Number, Fes anſwer” d the 
46th Fultan Tear. 


OBJECTION 


The Ordinal Number is us'd to reckon the 
order of the Hours of the Day ; and yet we 
never reckon the firſt Hour until it is ex- 
pird, &c. Years arc like Days 1n this calc, 
and therefore when we reckonthe 1 ooth Year, 
it is alrcady ended, @&c. 

To this, 1 anſwer, That there is a great 
diſparity in the caſe, and thar when Men firſt 
undertook to reckon che Hours of the Day, 
they obſery'd, 1n the'firſt place, that the Sun 
Jadly wrac'd a Circle about the Earth, from 
hich they inferr'd, rhat dividing the faid 
Circle into 24 equal parts, and the time which 
the Sun imploys in ſurrounding the ſaid Circle 
al/o-into 24 parts, they would have 24 Times 
anſwering the 24 Spaces of the circumference 
of the Diurnal Circle. In the next place, to 
fix thoſe Spaces, and to make them ſenſible, 


the 
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| the movement of the Sun did dire&t then 


to deſcribe a Circle to repreſent the diurnal 
Circle of the Sun, which they divided into 
2 4 cqua! parts, by 24 Lines drawn from the 
Center to the Circumference ; and decermin- 
ing one of thoſe Lines to repreſent the mid- 
dle of the Day, which they call'd Noon, they 
accuſtom'd themſelves to reckon the Fours 
upon different Lines. So that having plac'd 
this Circle, thus prepar'd with a perpendicu- 
lar fide, 1nto the Center in the Plan of the 
Equator, in ſuch a manner, that one of thoſe 
Lines was 1h the [lan of the Meredian Cir- 
cle, they ſound a very plain and very natural 


Machine to dctermine the different Times of | 


the Day. This they call'd an Equinoxaal, 
or Aſtronomical Dyal, and the Moment on 
which the ſhadow of the Sun was upon the 
Meridian Linc, they calld the Hour of 
Noon, and fo on, reckoning the Hours up- 
on the different Lines. In ſo much that 
thoſe Hours are not ſo much Spaces of Time, 
as the Moments that divide thoſe Spaces. 
For the Hour of Noon (for inſtance) is no- 
thing but the, Moment which divides the Day 
Into 
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into two <qual parts. The other Hours arc 
anſwerable to this, and way be call d- Linea! 
Hours, as 1/aiah has it, Chap. 38. v. 8. where 
he ſays, that the ſhadow oft the Sun turn'd 
back ren Lines upon the Dyal of Achaz, thac 
1s ten Hours, Et reverſus eft Sol decem Lincis 
per gradus quos deſcenderat.. 

But when they had a mind @ fix thetr 
Actions on more conliderable Spaces of Time, 
they reckon'd quite otherwiſe. For Inſtance, 
the Jews, beſides the common Hours which 
they trac'd upon their Dyals by Lines, ot 
which 12 ſerv'd for the Day, and the reſt 
for the Night, did divide the Day into four 
parts, which they calPd Stationary Hours, and 
the Night likewiſe into four parts, which they 
calPd Watches The firſt Stationary Hour 
began with the riſing of the Sun, and did 
end at the third Lineal Hour of the Day, 
and whatever was tranſacted in that Inter- 
yal of time, was ſaid to be done in the firſt 
Hour. The ſecond Stationary Hour began 
at the third Line, and did end at the ſixth, 
which did anſwer to Noon. And the third 


Stationary Hour began at the fixth Line and 
GE: did 
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did end at the 9th. So that when St. John 
ſays, that Jeſus Chriſt was Condemn'd by Pi- 
late about the 6th Hour, he reckon'd by the 
Lincal Hours, according to the firſt manner, 
that is, that it was about Noon : And when 
St. Mark, ſays, that he was Crucified at the 
third Hour, he reckon'd by the Stationary 
Hours, ttt is, ar the beginning of the third 
Snace, from the fixth Line to the ninth. 

But the order of Years 15 not calculated by 
the Moments that divide them the one from 
the other ; but by very confiderable ſpaces 
of time to which Men fix their Actions. 
And as all the Moments that flide away from 
the beginning of the firſt Month of a Year 
do belong to that firſt Month , fo likewiſe 
all the Moments that ſlide away, or run on 
from the beginning of a Year unto the end 
thereof, do belong to that Year, and what- 
ever 1s tranſacted in one of thoſe Moments, 


is ever fix'd to that Year, whether done to- . 


wards the beginning, middle, or end. This 
Method 1s practisd by all Chronological 
Hiſtorians, who fix to- the firſt Year of a 
Century,  whateyer remarkable Eycnts = 
allen 
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fallen out from the firſt Moment: of- that 
Century, until the twelve Months that com- 
poſe rhat firit Year are abſolutely. compleat- 
ed , and in the ſame manner-co':rhe-. firſt 
Century, what ever was done 1n the whole 
ſpace of the hundred Years of which it 
is compos'd. And they follow the ſame 
Method, in fixing to the Mit Year of a 
Kings Reign what cver has been tranſacted 
from the Moment of his being Crown'd or 
Proclaim'd King, until the ſpace of the firſt 
twelve Months 1s abſolutely accompliſh'd. 

Thoſe who are deſirous to know the time 
on which the holy Year, -or the Year of 
the univerſal Jubilee 18 to begin, are to ob- 
ſerve that Boniface the 8th did inſtitute the 
Jubilee, in imitationof the Traelites,in the Year 
13 00. Ordaining at the ſame time that the 
Indulgences of the Jubilee ſhould be renew'd 
every hundred Year; for which Reaſon e- 
very 100th Year has been termd a holy 


Year, cver ſince the ſaid Inſtitution. - Aﬀer 


him Clement the VIth decreed that the ſaid 


Indulgences ſhould be renew'd cyery fifty 
Years; 


[ 14 ] 
Years; thus making the 100th, and 50th 


Years Jubilary. Laſtly, Xi/tus the 1V. fixe 
it on the 25th Year; ſo that we have an unt- 


verdal Jubilee every 2 5 Years. 
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A-CRIFICAL 
L E 3 *# = 
From M--=-- Batchelr in Divinity, to 
the Autbor of the Diſſertation upon the 


beginning of the next Century. With 
an Anſwer to tie (aid Letter. 


SIR, 
Was not deceiy d inthe hopes I conceiv'd, 

at the ſight of the Title of the Diſſertati- 

on upon the next Century, of meeting ſomthing 
therein both ſurpriſing and new. I muſt 
confeſs, that it never enter*d into my thoughts, 
"that any Man could imagin, that the Year 
1700 ſhould be the firſt of the nexi Centu- 
ry ; and vet I find that you do not only 
ſuppoſe, but alſo endeavour to refute that 
Error by ſolid Reaſons, and to eſtabliſh your 
Opinion, which 15 every Bodies. Bur as 1t 
often: 


\ I I6 | 


often happens, that in endeavouring to de- 
fend Truth, we expoſe it by a weak defence, 
preferring weak Proofs before ſolid convin- 
cing Reaſons, by which means we loſe ſight 
of it, or at moſt retain but a ſlighs glance 
thereof, as it were throuph a Miſt: or fi- 
nally, in cembarting the Encmies ot it. with 
Arguments that produce Ffcets'dir:&tly op- 
polite to thoſe they ſhould naturally pro- 
duce. 1 fear we are fallen into this misfor- 
rune in the. Problem, v2, . Which of the 
two Years 1700, or 1701, begins the next 
Century. You promiſe to duttroy the Opi- 
mon of tho; who ſay, that 1700 begins 
the next Century, by Reaſons that are to 
prove, that it will only begin with the Year 
1701, You arc not 1gnorant that 1t 15 1ms 
poſſible to deſtroy an Opinion by the fame 
Argument that 1s us'd to prove. it. Let ns 
examin in few words, whcther this be. true 
Thoſe who afiirm, ſay you, that 1700 is the firſt 
Year of the next Century, argue thus, A Year 
is only reckon'd after it is ended, and a hundred 
Years after they are paſt and compleated. We never 
ſay, that a Child is a Year old until the 12 Months 


from 


- 71 
from his Birth are expir'd. Neither did the World be- 
in to reckon one Year until the expiration of the twelve 
Months from the Nativity of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
conſequently the firſt hundred Years were not reckon'd 
fo, till after the expiration of the ſaid hundred Years : 
And therefore, ſay they, we do conclude, that as 
ſoon as the World will begin to reckon 1700, the 
17th Century will be ended. Thus 1s the firſt Argu- 
ment you put into the Mouth of thoſe you 
fancy you are combating with. If they are 
perſons of Merit, you injure them in making 
them argue fo 11] : If they are Fools, you are 
co blame to loſe your time 1n retuting their 
Follies : Such Fooleries are beneath a Man of 
your Character. 1 am ſurpris'd at your not 
having ſhewn the Weakneſs of their Argument, 
you would have found that 1t concludes de- 
monſtratively againſt.them, 1n this manner. If 
Men only begin to reckon a hundred Years af- 
ter they are expird, 1t follows. of neceſlity, 
that when we begin to reckon 1700, the 17th 
Century will be begun ; and if the 17th Cen- 
cury do's begin atthattime, it cannot be end- 
ed. To deal plainly with you, I am afraid 
you have, only rais'd a Phantaſm to have the 
pleaſure of encountring it, being perſwaded 

C cthat-- 
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that there never was any Man ſo deſtitute of 
Senſe, asto imagin that the r7th Century 1s the 
beginning of the 18th, For my part, I am 
not hable to that cenſure, lince you gtve me 
cauſe to remove the difficulties, which your 

Diſſertation right raiſe in ſome Men's minds 
concerning che n: xr Century. There 1s no 


' need of knowing what che Chriſtian Era-is, nor 


when the World firſt began to reckon the 
Years after the Nativity of Jeſus Chriſt. It is ſuf 
cient to know, that Men commonly reckon 
from the Nativity of Je/us Chriſt to this Day 

1699 Years begun. And tho? it is cha 
ble, that Dennis the Little, who made the Calen- 


dar to reckon by the Years of Jeſus Chriſt 1n- 


ſtead of thoſe of the Conſuls, has plac'd the 
Nativity of Chriſt four Years Jater than. he 
ſhould have done ; the Queſtion 1s ſtill the 
ſame. Thus being prenus'd, I fay that bythe 
Epact of the ſaid Dennis, which we follow, the 
Year 1700 is thelalt of the Century,and 1701 
the beginning of the next. I do demonſtrate 
it thus, 1700-Years compleated make up 17 
entire Centuries: Now in 17 cntire Centuries 
there can be\ nothing of -the 18th. Conſe- 
quenely, the Year 1700 ended, 1s not the bc- 
S108 
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2;nning of the next Cn The number 
of compleated Years (for inſtance) is like the 
mmber of Sheep, of Oxen, of - Pounds, &&c. 
Now as it would be ridiculous t6 ſay that a 
hundred Sheep, Oxen, or Pounds, &c. are 
the beginning of a ſecond hundred, fo it 
would be abſurd to think that 17 complear 
Centuries can have any thing of the 187 1n 
them; and therefore 1700 cannot be the begin- 
ning of 1701. Unites are the beginnings of 
all "Numbers whatever, from whence it tol- 
lows that the firſt Year afrer 1700 corp!ca- 
red begins the next: Century, Morcover it 
1700 was the beginning of the next Century, 
the Year 1699 would end the 17th; which 
would be as ridiculous, as to ay cat 99 
Pounds are a hundred. This, Sir, in my Os 
pinion, was the way to filence thoſe who are 
fooliſh enough to 1magin that 1 700 Can DC 
the beginning of the 18th Century”: for | look 
upon all your terms of Suns, Hits, Cardinal 71A 
Ordinal Numbers, your Queſtions by how many 
or how much time? in what Place, or at what time * 
to be much fitter for the Schools, than to de- 
cermun ſuch ridiculous Queſtions as theſe. We 


ſhoald contemn them, accoruing to the dire- 
C2 | ction 
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ion of the Holy Ghoſt, nor anſwer a Fool 
for fear of catching his diſeaſe. Ne re/pondeas 
Stulto juxta ſtultitiam ſuam, ne efficiaris ei ſtmiles. 
I am ſenſible, and ſo are you, that the num- 
ber of Fools is very conſiderable : Let us ne- 
ver g1vecar to their diſcourſes, which have no 
ſolidity, and can never edity nor ſatisfy the 
Mind. Do&rina Stultorum fatuitas. It 1s the 
bcit way not to increaſe their Number. 1 
am, Cc. 


An Anſaer to the Letter of M— 
S1R, 


"US T now I receiv'd an Anonimous Letter, 

written with your own Hand, in which 
you are pleas'd to cenſure ſome Paſlages of the 
Diſſertation upon the Beginning of the next 
Century. You accuſe me of being guilty of 
a Paralogiſm in the Argument 1 put into the 
Mouth of thoſe who afhirm that 1700 1s the 
beginning of the next Century. Had you 
minded the matter attentively, you would have 


found, that ſince they pretend that we. ought 
3; EL not 
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not to begin to reckon 100 until the 1 00 Years 
are compleated ; 1t was abſolutely neceſſary to 
draw the Conſequence I have drawn from 
thence, which1s, that according tothat Argu- 
ment, as ſoon as we begin to reckon 1700, 
1700 Years will be compleated, which is as 
much as to ſay, that the 197th Century will 
be ended. You fay, on the contrary, that I 
ſhould have ſaid, the 17th will be begun. The 
truth 1s, 1t will be ſo far begun, that it wall 
want bur one Year of being ended. I find that 


the word begun has dazzicd your Eyes : and 


yet, methinks, that word ſhould not have ſtart- 
led you ſo much, ſeeing that according to your 
way of arguing about Oxen and Sheep, Men 
never rekon 1 00 Bullocks until they have them, 
and as ſoon as they begin to reckon 1 oo, the 
number of the ſaid 100 Bullocks 1s complea- 
red. For that very reaſon it was neceſlary, in 
order to diſcover the knot of the Queſtion, to 
ſhow the difference there is between two ways 
:f reckoning the Spaces of Time. 

You add, that I am to blame in loling my 
time 1n rcfuting ſuch Fooleries. You mighr 


have cenſur'd me with more juſtice, for not ha- 


ving taken more care, atter haying made them 
argue 
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argue thus, to ſhew the defect of their Argu- 
ment : For after having nakedly expos'd two 
d;Ferent Arguments upon one and the ſame 
Subject ; 1 barely made ſome Remarks upon 
the nature of the Queſtion, ſhewing two dit- 
ferent manners of reckoning Yeats, the one 
by the Cardinal, and the other by the Ordinal 
Number. You ſay moreover, That /uch Trifles 
are below a Man of my Charaer. This Reproach 
is yery different trom other Cenfures that have 
been made upcn the. fazd Diſſertation, Be 
pleas'd ro nnd chem a hitle. 

Several Gentlemen, that are reputed Men 
of Senſe, have found fault with my boldneſs 
in deciding a Queſtion which the Court of 
Rome has not determined, and wh:ch ſeveral 
Doctors in Divinity have look: upon to be 
ſo nice and full of difficulties, that they would 
not preſume to afhrm any thing, pro or con, 1n 
the ma'ter. To this I anſwer'd, That if the 
Court of Rome and the ſaid Doctors 1n Divini- 
ty have ſaid nothing about 1t, 1t was becauſe 
they did not foreſee that ſuch a Queſtion 
ſhould ever have bcen propos'd, or did not 
think chat it had any relation to Diyimty ; it 
belonging purely to human Sciences. 

Others 
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Others have found fault with my uſing Ma- 
thematical Arguments to prove my Opinion, 
without ſo much as quoting the leaſt Authori- 
ties for it. To theſe 1 could anſwer, That the 
knowledge of Times properly belongs to that 
Science ; and that the reaſon of my not giving 
Authoritics was, that I thought them need- 
leſs, to confirm things that are evidently de- 
monſtrated by the baic light of Reaſon. Ne- 
verthelcſs, ſince thcy defire Authorities, I re- 
fer them to a very authentick one in the Di- 
ctionary of the French Academy, which fays. 
ſpeaking of the Year 1601, That it was the 
firſt of the Century : as alſo to the A{tronomty 
cal Tables of M: de la Hire, of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences, «in which they will not only find 
the Authority of a Man of his Learning; but 
alſo Calculations that will diſcover the truth 
of the matter to them. I alſo give them the 
Opinion of Monſicur Yarignon, a Member of 
the ſame Royal Academy of Sciences, who 1s ſo 
clear {ighted, and ſo metnodical, that he can- 
not .poſhbly fall into an Error out of preju- 
dicc. 1 believe farther, that I may preſume 
co afhrm, that the whole Body of that famous 
Academy 1s of my Opinion. 

Others 


| A Bu 6 ad _ 


= > 3.200." Ts == # " , 
k 4 , "FY | ”* PIT. Pn = E-0 4 aj 
* 
1 24. | 
x 


Others have objected, that Pope Gregory the 
XIII. has decided the contrary, in ordaining 


that during the ſpace of 400 Years, 3 Biſlex- 
tile ſhould be omitted in the 3 firſt Years of 


- the hundreds; for, ſay they, the Calculations 
that are made to find the Dominical Letters, 


and the Epacts, are made for the Years of this 
Century to 1700 cxclufively : Therefore ſay 
they again 1700 1s excluded out of this Cen- 
cury, and conſequently belongs to the next. 
To this I anſwer, that the Conſequence 15 not 
g00d, the omiſſion of the Biſlextiles in the 
Looth Years Þ-ing Arbitrary, in ſo much that 
it might as well have been made in the g6th 
Year; and then the Calculations for the Do= 
munical Letters and the Epacts would have 
been made for.the Years until the 96th Year 
of the Century excluſively, and yer it would 
have been ridiculous to ſay that the Year 1696 
did belong to the next Century, on the ac- 
count of that excluſion. 

Others ſay, that I have not ſaid enough to 


convince the Obſtinate. Had I expected the 


Objection, I ſhould have added what follows 
in the Solution of the Problem, P. 7. of the Di/- 
ſertation. Note that this Expreſſion Die 10 


Auguſt: 


f. 
4, 
- 
£ 
L 
x 

BY 
R 


- Es, ee ee ei, : NOS: 7 _ 5-5 on WP 
- - mer Tran R pow —————— Cee. HE On 4s 
bg 45 a A "0 _ C2 hs i. p > bo gee _— v3 


Tl 


Auguſti anni 1697, 18 very different from this, 
Die 10 Auguſti poſt annum 1697 ; for the firſt 
ſignifies that 1697 1s the running Year, and 
the other ſhows that it is paſt. All Hiſtorians 
reckon according to this firſt way, placing 
every Event 1n the running Year; and when 
they place it after the Year 1s compleated, 
: they expreſs themſelves the other way. 
; Moreover, the Quotus Years of the Cen- 
turies are reckon'd like the Quotus Days of _ 
' the Months. When a Deed is dared at a 
| Notaries on the 21/ of March, it do's not fig- 
nify, that the ſaid 21/t Day*33* paſt or com- 
pleated, but that it is actually running on : 
So when a Decd 1s dated of a certain Year ; 
for Inſtance, the 15th of March 1699, 
it 1s underſtood, to be the 15th running 
Day of the 1699th running Year, and not 
the running Day after the 15th compleat- 
ed, or the running Year after the 1699gth 
Year compleated : For it would be ridiculous 
to date a Deed in the preſent Year 1699, 
ſuppoſing the ſaid 1699 to be actually re- 
voly'd and compleated; in which caſe one 
ſhould be obligd ra add the time Elaps'd 
Corte D ſince 
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fince the Completion of the ſaid 1699. which 
1s never done. | 

In order. to beevidently convinc'd that the 
Civil Year, for inſtance, 1699, 1s the 1699th 
running Year of the Chriſtian Era, it will be 


ſufficient to obſerve the Calculation: of the 


Aſtronomers, who make uſe of revoly'd com- 
pleared ſpaces of Time : When they go about' 
to find the true place of the Sunin:the Eclip- 
t:ck, they firſt of all reduce the Civil Time 1n- 
to an Aſtronomical Time, taking whatever 
1s. compleated, fold, and revoly.d in the ' 
running time. For inſtance, having a nund 
to find the true place of the Sun 1n the Eclip- 
tick, on the 25th of January in the Year 1499, 
at 4 in the Morning, I muſt take:.in. order 
thereunto the whole compleated Time, that 
is, 1698 compleated, 23 Days, 16 Hours, 
atter which the remainder. of the Calculati- 
ON 1s to be made,. according to Aﬀtronomi- 
cal Rules. In. the like manner this. Civil 
Time, the 4th of January at Noon of the Year 
1700, being reduc'd to an Aſtronomical Time, 
it will make 1699+ compleated, and 3 Days 
into the Month of. January, and conſequently, 

; | when 
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when we do begin to reckon 1700, there will 
only be 1699 Years revolv'd and compleatcd. 
Therefore the Year from 1700 to 1701, is 
the laſt of this Century. 

But after this 1grefſion, Tet us return to 
your Letter. You fay that its not necelary 
, to know what the Chriſtian Era'is, nor when Years 
were firſt reckon'd. Which way then wil you 
know what Year you are 1n, if you do nor 
know that the firit Year oi the Chriſtian Era had 
2 for its Golden Number, and B for the Do- 
minical Letter, and that 1t 1s of neceflicy at- 
fixd to the 46th Julian Year. One would be 
apt to think by your words, - that you make a 
difference berween the Chriſtian and the com- 
mon Fra, and yet, 1 mult ce}ll you by the by, 
thatitis one and the ſame thing. You add, That 
it is ſuffcient to know that it 1s uſual to reckon from 
the Nativity of Jeſus Chrift to this preſent time 
1699 Years begun. You would have ſpoken 
more jultly; had you faid from the Momenc 
in which Demis the Little has ſuppos'd the Na- 
tivity of Jeſus Chniſt i __ 
--- You 'prererd;; in the: firft place,: to give, a 
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arſt of the Century, and thereby to cloſe the 
Mouths of thoſe, who, in your Opinion, are 
ſo deſtitute of Senſe as to ſay, that 1 700 is not 
the laſt of this Century. You demonſtra:e it 

thus, 1769 compleated Years mate up 17 compleat-_ 
ed Centuries ; Ergo, the Year 1700 ended, is not the 
berimming of the next Century In My Opinion, 
you do not cloſe the Mouths of ſuch as might 
retort your Argument upon you,faying, There- 
fore the Year 1700 being ended, the firſt Year 
of the next Century will begin : For their dif- 
ficulcy only conſiſts in ſaying, that the Years 
are only reckon'd ſuch at «the end thereof, 
Wherefore, ſay they, as ſoon as 1700 will be 
reckon'd, 1700 will be compleated ; and 
when 1701 will be reckon'd, the Year 1701 

will be compleated. 

Let us now, Ibeſeech you, return to your 
Oxen and Sheep. The Number of Tears, lay 
you, ts { for Inſtance) like the number of Sheep, of 
Oxen,of Pounds, &&c. It cannot be ſaid juſtly, that 
100 of Sheep, Oxen, Pounds, &C. are the be- 
ginning of a ſecond 100, that is true. Therefore 
17 compleated Centuries have nothing of the- 18. 
This 1s true (ti]l.. But if 17 Centuries are 
| COIN 
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compleated as ſoon as we. begin to reckon 
1700, the whole. Year from. the time we be- 
gin to reckon 1700, until we begin 10 fay 
1701, wil be the firſt of the 1 8th Century. 
Juſt as when you begin to reckon 100 Oxen, 
the next Ox aft-r you have b:gun to reckon 
; 00, until you begin. to, reckon 101, 1s the 
firlt of the ſecond 100. Therefoze if you will 
avoid falling into this Inconvcmency, you 
muſt reckon the Spaces ot , Time otherwiſe 
than you reckon Oxen and Sheep, and cbſerve 
that the Cardinal Number is only apply*d at the 
end of thoſe Spaces ; but that the Ordinal Num- 
ber may always be apply'd from che beginning 
of every Space unto. the end : As we lay that 
a Manis 3o Yearsold when thcy, are:compleat- 
ed ; but that he is in his 3oth Year, when the 
3 oth Yearis begun. You add, A// theſe Terms 


are fitter for the Schools, than to reſolve ſuch ridi- 


culous Queſtions. As if it were unJawtal, out of 
che” Schools, to mend Latin and French Ex- 
preſſions, ro diſcover the nature of the Ideas 


they are to excite. *Tis in that place you in- 
form me, that che Holy G hoſt eG: you to 
call all choſc Fools, and/Idyoxs who make Que- 
{tions 
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TRions of this nature. © I am not offended i at 
thoſe Words taken ont of the Proverbs of $0- 
lomon, whuch are very edifying m the holy Bi 
ble; but ill apply'd by you: For if you mean 
ther ro” me, your Neighbour - will not be 
much edify*d at your treating a Minifter of 
Z. C. thas; andone who hasalways been your 
Friend.. If you apply 'em to others who have 
propes'd the ſame Queſtion, you are uncha- 
ritable; ſccing that Perfons of grcar Wiſdom, 
whom you ought ro-feverence, have made 
2eng before me. And among; the'tct, a yery 
wotthy Doctorin Divinity, who-propos'd'rthe 
fame Queſtion 1n a Journal to the Learned; 
and "affirms; that-- +700 18''the firſt Year &f 
the hext-Cenctury. Iam, 4 


EE 


* *», > / 
 SCTSIR 


ot 


_  *Your(moft afſe lonate Servant, 


\ 


i  - { 4 ns , _— S + : 4 +. 4 ; C - \\ bat . 4 |  \ Bo . CL ; 
_— ” ; "4 i . ' 3 . 

is tn Fo oh EE BD '.) ;. 003 De L Aiſement, 

7" OO WO 2 Rhee '*  *  Abademical Profeſſor. 


a 3 
.  ©® : ; J B&. 4% —_ 4 
F £04 bi Ch 4 3.4. FY T1 ] 


% | wiſe cf 
BE Ae eee aan —_ - — 
a 
# 4 of 


: 4 : £ £ : r & 
z | . «, *. # L - * ©. s # # »E{ 1} fi: 1 O51 
f Ll 
: | LAY b 
F * x - P wu s 2 Os 
« 


4 Clit lis iigo 


- a, 
# 


IEDTC__—_T 


